
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                  December 21, 2014 
 
FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Lighting the Fourth Advent Candle 
** Hymn – 1 

Opening Prayer 
** 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I frequently am awakened to being in the middle 
of an internal thrashing where my inadequacies are itemized 
and I am berated for them.  I have never been able to disable 
these hammerings, although I have been successful in 
distracting myself from them.  I have come to realize I am 
unwilling to surrender to these thrashings in the sense of 
resigning myself to them.  I also realize I have come to, or more 
likely been brought to, a place where I am able to admit I am 
being beaten.  Where this leaves me I am not certain.  
However, I seem drawn to wait here, to see what will come 
from this place and to this place.  I sense you are pleased, 
which makes me hopeful. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

*** 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 1:26-38 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 16 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 600 
 Charge and Benediction 
 
**  People who have arrived late are seated.



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:30  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
TUESDAY        7:00  Christmas Eve [Eve] Service 
 

Lectionary Readings for December 28, 2014 
Isaiah 61:10—62:3; Psalm 148; 

Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:(1-21) 22-40 
FYI 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacons Offering 
 Materials related to the 2014 Presbyterian Giving Catalog are 
on the table in the coffee room. 
 Also on that table is a sign-up sheet for treats for the Sundays 
in Advent and Christmas. 
 Information about the financial support of our congregation 
may be found on the table as well. 
 There are two articles for your information: “The Context of 
Advent and Christmas,” and “The First Cycle of the Church Year.” 
Both are in the coffee room. 
 
 
 
 
The Usher in the Narthex: Jim Plein. 
The Usher in the Sanctuary: Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Joan Schmutz, Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein. 
Deacons: Jenny Goldgur, Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the knowing that it is not 
possible to be separate from the welcoming and 

embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 
and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 

we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, and to fashion the most fully 
human response possible for us in response to what our 

life contains. 
 

If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT    [Luke 1:26-38] 
 Mostly we read the Bible as a “how-to” book giving us advice 
on how to live and act in the world. Reading the Bible this way is 
reading it looking for the Moral Sense of scripture. When we read 
today’s text looking for the Moral Sense of scripture we will focus 
on Mary as the central character and will read the text as 
encouraging us to surrender as she did. Another way to read the 
Bible is to read it looking for the Anagogical Sense of scripture, in 
which case we read it looking for what God is doing, especially 
how God is leading us to greater participation in a life 
characterized by integrity and congruence. When we read this 
text from the Anagogical Sense of scripture the focus is not on 
Mary and what she is doing. The focus is on the angel as the 
“messenger” of God, on what the angel is doing; especially the 
angel’s interaction with Mary and the message the angel delivers 
to her. 
 This text from Luke, or the story of Joseph and the angel from 
Matthew, are always the Gospel reading for the fourth Sunday in 
Advent. They are chosen, I believe, because they deal directly 
with the experiential place to which we come as we are taken 
through the internal events which Advent highlights. In Advent we 
become aware through what we do, or how we feel, or what we 
think, that we are not the person we have thought ourselves to be 
and/or the person we “should” be, and we are distressed by the 
lack of congruence or integrity that is disclosed to us. When we 
find we are unable to make the awareness evaporate so that we 
can return to the normal experience of ourselves, and when the 
efforts we make to analyze our actions, thoughts or feelings do 
not succeed is bringing us relief, we come to a place where 
avoiding what we have discovered to be true is no longer 
possible. The issue we then face is how to integrate and assimilate 
what we know about ourselves, given that we cannot make the 
knowledge go away and do not know how to proceed with 
embracing it. The experience of anyone in this situation moves 
along the continuum of distressed to disconcerted. 
 Part of what makes this experience so difficult is the hidden 
judgment that comes with it. It is not simply that we know 

something to be true of us that should not be true; it is that we 
should be able to overcome it, and if we cannot do so, we feel that 
not overcoming it is our fault, a failure on our part. It is to us in the 
middle of this situation that the angel comes with a message: 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” In plain English, in 
the middle of these difficult feelings we are encountered by the 
unexpected thought/feeling that rather than our being a failure we 
are favored. This message offers a completely different frame of 
reference for looking at our situation. Our frame of reference is 
that there is something wrong with us and this is a bad situation; 
the frame of reference of the message is that we are favored, that 
is [Greek meaning] that being in this situation means we are in a 
state of grace. Such a change in point of view is likely to be 
“perplexing” [Greek: disturbing, agitating] and we would need to 
spend time thinking about it, about what such a point of view 
means and how it could be true. Over time the thought/feeling is 
reinforced: “Do not be afraid [or alarmed] for you have found 
favor with [been graced by] God.” 

Up to now we have experienced the events of Advent as the 
death of the familiar way we conceptualize ourselves. However, as 
we consider what it might mean to be “graced by God” we begin 
to grasp that what might be more accurate is to think of our 
situation as the birth of a more adequate and congruent 
understanding of ourselves. In this way the metaphor of our being 
pregnant is introduced into our thinking, and the idea forms that 
what comes to life will be what God does to save us [Jesus = God 
saves]; that is, what comes to life will keep us safe from wearing 
out from the constant effort to be someone we are not and not be 
the person we are. In other words, what comes to life will expand 
our understanding of our self, and by doing so will modify and 
expand our notion of integrity and congruence. We might wonder 
how this could possibly be since we have not had any experience 
that would allow us to conceive of it. The text addresses this with 
words that have the following meaning: a special mental 
disposition [a mind?] will begin to influence us in ways that seem 
extraneous, additional or unexpected, and the force/ability of God 
will invest us with something beyond what is normal for us. What 



comes to life will be holy/sacred; that is, it will be an awful thing 
in that it will command awe. These words do not tell us what will 
come to life; only that it will be beyond us and will be a “kin” of 
God. If this kind of activity seems impossible to us, we are 
reminded that “…nothing will be impossible with God,” especially 
the impregnating of a mind that is “barren” [the Greek word 
means “sterile,” from a word meaning “stiff, i.e. solid, stable]. 
God is quite capable of deconstructing our understanding of our 
self and reconstructing it in a more adequate and expansive way. 

Mary’s response to the angel’s message is: “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Mostly we interpret her words as indicating her surrendering, and 
for most of us she is seen in a heroic light for making this effort. I 
will suggest something different. When we are in distress because 
of what we know about ourselves, and we are unable to make the 
experience go away or find any way to get relief from it, the 
message brought to us by the angel [the insight which is given to 
us] reinterprets our situation and changes our point of view about 
it. In the beginning of Advent our attention is focused on us, on 
our loss and our inability to escape it, and on the distress and 
perhaps guilt that comes with that. When we come to the end of 
Advent our attention is focused on God and what God is doing 
with us through our situation. We enter Advent under an inner 
pressure to resolve an experience of loss; we come to the end of 
Advent realizing we do not know how to resolve it, and waiting 
attentively for what God will do within us to bring alive a 
resolution. At the end of Advent we find ourselves in a state of 
anticipation and expectation. 

Perhaps Mary does not surrender so much as she admits and 
accepts. She admits the reality of her situation, and her inability 
to change it, and accepts the offer that something beyond her will 
begin to influence her which will bring to life a resolution of which 
she cannot conceive. She admits to her being pregnant, and 
accepts that she must wait for it to run its course. Our 
experiences of Advent bring us out in the same place. 

 [Jim Robie, 12-17-14, Cycle B, Luke 1:26-38] 


